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THE PIEST MAYOE OF PHILADELPHIA. 

BY HON. SAMUEL W. PENNYPACKER. 

Although the charter of Philadelphia of 1691, discovered 
by Mr. Allinson and Mr. Penrose, is now in the possession 
of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania, and although Colo- 
nel J. Granville Leach has written an interesting biography 
of Humphrey Morrey as the first mayor of the city, there 
has been a reluctance to disturb the long-accepted histori- 
cal statement that the city government began with Edward 
Shippen as first mayor in 1701. It has been thought that 
an account so well verified and so often reiterated could 
not be inaccurate, and the suggestion has been made that, 
while beyond question the charter was granted, it probably 
never went into effect. The following contemporary testi- 
mony is therefore of the utmost historical importance, since 
it sets the question at rest, and proves conclusively that the 
city government was in existence in 1692, and that Morrey 
not only was mayor by force of the charter, but acted as such 
in fact. 

Daniel Leeds, in his " News of a Trumpet sounding in 
the Wilderness," printed by "William Bradford in 1697, 
says, p. 84, — 

"Witness their imprisoning John McCombe when his 
wife was but two days delivered of a child, and in danger 
of Death by a Flux, and another of his Family Sick also, 
that dyed a short time after, and yet he could not prevail 
so much as to go home to take leave of his wife, or set his 
House in order, tho' earnestly desired by him, promising to 
appear at any time they should require him ; Kb, that favour 
could not be granted, but to Prison he must go, altho' 
Humphrey Morrey, the Mayor and Chief Magistrate of 
the place, offered to be bayl for him. At which Sam. Jen- 
nings raged, and bitterly reflected upon him, for that he 
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knew his place no bettee. And what was all this for ? 
Surely some heinous Crime one would think; why 'twas 
nor more nor less than for letting a person have two of the 
printed Appeals to the Yearly Meeting (put forth by G. K., 
&c.) for 2d. piece, as they cost him." 

The appeal of George Keith was printed by Bradford in 
1692, and published, causing much commotion. 

The fact that the existence of this city government was so 
utterly forgotten and remained so long unknown can only 
be accounted for upon the theory that it was of very brief 
duration. It doubtless terminated when, a few months later, 
Penn was deprived of his province and Benjamin Fletcher 
was appointed governor. 



